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satisfaction of private interests. We can at any rate under-
stand how many reformers in the seventeenth century might
find in the conception of patriot princes ' indulgent nursing
fathers to their people'—which Bacon and Strafford advo-
cated—a better promise for the nation's welfare than in the
political ascendancy of landed proprietors and industrial
magnates.
The famous decade 1630 to 1640 was marked by an un-
ofihe.      wonted vigour in all spheres of social policy, and a new spirit
policy.      was breathed into the administration of the laws which were
probably more stringently executed than in any other period
in the sixteenth or seventeenth century.   The Privy Council
was engaged during these years in a sustained effort to cope
with the problem of destitution, but it was not content merely
to relieve poverty ; and it sought to strike at the very root
of unemployment in so far as this was due to the conversion
of arable into pasture.   Unfortunately the fiscal taint sullied
the monarchy's handling of economic affairs, and debased the
pursuit of social justice into an ignoble lust for pecuniary
penalties displayed with a zeal that recalled the evil prac-
tices of Empson and Dudley under Henry VII.   The levying
of fines offered a temptation to the commissioners to seek
opportunities for extortion;  and the whole reforming pro-
gramme was discredited when individuals were prosecuted
for offences of which they were innocent.   Clarendon, the
apologist of the monarchy, confessed that Archbishop Laud
" did a little too much countenance the commission for
depopulation, which brought much charge and trouble upon
the people ".   In the day of Laud's tribulation the charge
was remembered against him;  and even to-day historians
find some difficulty in believing that proceedings, which
served so conveniently to replenish the king's coffers, had
any other motive behind them than that of turning breaches
of the law into a source of royal revenue.   However this may
be, the agrarian policy of the Tudors and Early Stuarts
proved a failure.   The period during which it was seriously
enforced was too short for any permanent results to be
achieved.   Doubtless, in any event, the economic forces set
in motion by the overwhelming impact of industry on

